IPA Cheat Sheet
Guangdong Peizheng College 广东培正学院, February 2012
IPA Symbols You Already Know

[ b ]   [ d ]   [ f ]    [ g ]   [ h ]    [ k ]   [ l ]    [ m ]   [ n ]   [ p ]   [ r ]    [ s ]   [ t ]   [ v ]   [ w ]    [ z ]   

New Consonants

	[ θ ] 
thing
[ ð ] 
that 
	[ ʃ ] 
she
[ ʒ ] 
usual 
	[ tʃ ] 
cherry
[ dʒ ] 
judge

	[ ŋ ] 
sing
[ j ] 
you
	
	


Vowels

Facts about the common understanding of IPA vowels in China:
· The Chinese school system uses an outdated version of the IPA (1963) that no longer follows international standards. However, many recent English dictionaries in China adhere to the international standards.
· They were taught British pronunciation (probably due to the influence of Hong Kong). 
· They were taught that the only difference between tense and lax vowels is “long and short” (indicated by “:“).
	Example
	American
	British 
(if different)
	
	What Chinese Were Taught
	What I Write

	beat
	i
	
	
	i:
	i:

	bit
	ɪ
	
	
	i
	ɪ

	bet
	ɛ
	
	
	e
	ɛ

	bad
	æ
	
	
	æ
	æ

	father
	ɑ
	
	
	ɑ
	ɑ

	all
	ɑ
	ɔ
	
	ɔ
	ɑ OR ɔ

	book
	ʊ
	
	
	u
	ʊ

	boot
	u
	
	
	u:
	u:

	about
	ə
	
	
	ə
	ə

	but
	ʌ
	
	
	ʌ
	ʌ

	bird 
	ɜr
	ɜ
	
	ə:
	ɜr

	father 
	ər
	ə
	
	ə
	ər


Diphthongs
	Example
	American
	British 
(if different)

	go
	oʊ
	əʊ

	now
	aʊ
	

	pay
	eɪ
	

	my
	aɪ
	

	boy
	ɔɪ
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